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Abstract :  The kingdom of Magadha started its rise to pre-eminence 

during the period of Bimbisara and finally became the first great empire 

in India by the time of the Nandas. Various ambitious and powerful 

rulers of different successive dynasties contributed to its rise. But 

certain other geographical, economic and cultural factors also 

contributed to its rise. There were certain permanent factors which enabled it to rise to zenith 

of political greatness more than once. It remained the seat of power for many successive 

empires in India. 

Magadha occupied a strategic position of geographical importance. The river Ganges and its 

tributaries Son, Gandak and Gagra served as admirable means for defence, communication 

and trade. The older capital Rajagriha was protected by seven hills and the later one; 

Pataliputara being at the junction of the Ganges and the Son had natural means of defence. 

Introduction : The natural facilities of communication and trade both with North India and 

the sea helped it in its economic prosperity. The land of Magadha was also fertile which 

yielded rich harvests. Therefore, land taxes could be kept high which proved to be regular 

and substantial sources of income to the state without which the maintenance of a big army 

could not be possible and the empire could neither be built up nor consolidated. 

The taxes Bali and Bhag had now become compulsory and the peasants had no choice but to 

pay them. The state imposed further taxes on labour and peasants and collected good money 

by trade-tax as well. 

Because of increased financial resources, Magadh was the first state in north India to keep a 

standing army and Bimbisara the first such ruler. Besides, while neighbouring forests 

provided timber for building and elephants for the army, its own iron-ore deposits made 

profitable the manufacture of better implements and weapons and a profitable trade in iron. 

Magadh was again the first state in India which manufactured better arms and equipment of 

war made of iron. All this helped in making Magadha an economically prosperous and 

militarily strong state which helped in its rise. 
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